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The Strain 
of War 


How stands it with Germany? 

And how with us? An article in 
The Economist (Dec. 12) tells us that 
“the strain is undoubtedly growing 
in Germany. Among the masses a 
frequent phrase in letters and dis- 
cussions is ... ‘but what can one do 
about it?’” I do not doubt the truth 
of that. But a German Economist 
might write the same thing about 
Britain. Here, too, the strain is 
growing; here, too, that very phrase 
is frequently heard. Where is the 
difference? There may be one, and 
it may be an important one. Propa- 
ganda and probability for one coin- 
cide to suggest that the sheer 
psychological strain on the German 
may be the greater, because he will 
be dimly or acutely aware of being 
surrounded by a smouldering fire of 
hatred. However much the extent 
and intensity of that hatred may be 
exaggerated, it is impossible not to 
believe that a solid core of it exists. 
And even though in the Hast of 
Europe there may be some reluctant 
gratitude for the thrusting back of 
Communism, it is likely to be offset 
by the experience of German brutality. 
In the West the resentment of the 
shattered democracies has little to 
mitigate it. 


War to Come 


UT Germany has now endured a 
year and a half of grim fighting 


on the Russian front—the bloody ~ 


earnage of full totalitarian war. 
Britain has not endured that—yet. 
France broke down at the prospect of 
it. Now we are being warned that it 
is coming to us. Not that we are 
taking it in. People at large simply 
do not “eonnect”; they do not 
register the true significance of the 


new call-up of the under 18s. But 
it is plain. 
Ever since the war started, one com- 


mitment has overhung the whole course of 
policy and events—the certainty of paying 
high at some stage in terms of casualties 
for the ultimate victory. Psychologically 
one of the greatest impediments to con- 
sidered thought about the war has been the 
refusal to accept this commitment... 
No civilian who by chance is spared the 
worst trials of the final fighting phase of 
this war has any right to minimize the 
difficulties and dangers that lie ahead for 
those men whose risks are greater than his. 
What has happened in the past few days is 
that the seales have begun to fall from the 
public’s eyes; reality hag broken in; and 
the price that has still to be paid, in casual- 
ties and civilian effort and sacrifice, is 
slowly being realized. It is not the easiest 
period of the war that lies ahead, but the 
hardest (Economist, Dec. 12). 


Price of “Victory’’ 


[IF ultimate “victory” ts indeed to 

remain the goal, then the price in 
easualties—in maimed and dead men 
ereated in the image and likeness of 
God—will assuredly be no less than 


STUART MORRIS 


S OTLAND Yard detectives called 

at Dick Sheppard House on 
Friday evening and saw Stuart 
Morris, who sleeps at the office during 
the week. Stuart Morris went back 
to the Yard with the detectives, 
leaving a note for his typist, who was 
to come in the next morning. 

We understand (says a PPU Head- 
quarters statement) that he was 
charged on Saturday morning; but 
we do not know details of the charge, 
, except that we understand it was not 
under 18B. He is at present at 


Brixton, and has been visited by a 


member of the Council. 
A special meeting of the PPU Executive 
was called for Tuesday of this week. 


The United Nations: 


DREAM or NIGHTMARE? 


1942 


2d. 


VE is involved in two conflicting experiments in world 


organization. 
pact, regions of power ob 
nations to the protection and 
Power 


There is the formation of great, but com- 


tained by the submission of lesser 
patronage of a nearby stronger 


And there is the new-born concept of the United Nations 


which cuts across the regional groupings and which, in its ex- 
pressed aims anyway, is an attempt to form the nucleus of world 


inity. 

Both trends aim to achieve a unit 
strong enough to exist in the world 
of power politics and both are 
attempts to escape from the anarchy 
of competing nations. But the focus 
of attention upon the United Nations 
as the means of victory has led to a 
quite disproportionate belief in its 
importance. 


the Economist indicates. There will 
be no escape from fighting in the 
West on the Russian seale—months 
and years of it. If this country goes 
into that ordea] blindly for the sake 
of “victory” alone, the reaction will 
be serious and perhaps revolutionary. 
I can indeed imagine a position being 
reached—even before the eng of 1943 
—in which the barren slogan of 
*victory” will arouse only loathing 
in men. Unless the British Govern- 
ment frees itself from the Churchill 
spell, and says plainly on what terms 
it 1s prepared to make peace, and 
those terms are such that they give 
hope to the German people, I believe 
it will ride to domestic catastrophe. I 
may be hopelessly mistaken. I can 
only say what I believe to be true. 
I have too high an opinion even yet 
of the Briton to believe that he will 
endure four years of carnage on the 
Russian scale for the empty word 
“victory.” Moreover, I believe that if 
our present governors. do not fee] the 
absolute necessity of doing every- 
thing in their power to shorten those 
grim months and years ahead, they 
will have to give way to men who do. 


‘‘Nobodv’s Darlan’’ 


EST of the bunch was the headline ‘“‘No- 
body’s Darlan”. At any more serious 
level comment on the polities of the situation 
in N. Africa was pitiful. Though for myself 
I know nothing whatever about Darlan, I am 
quite capable of forming a judgment on the 
kind of stuff that hus been written about him 
in the pink press: all based on the intrinsic- 
ally meaningless statement that Darlan is 
a Fascist: therefore Darlan must go. None 
of the pink indignants offers any suggestion 
how Darlan could have been avoided without 
disaster, nor who could replace him. Even 
they refrain from suggesting that de Gaulle 
is a democrat. But since they entirely shun 
any discussion of alternatives and content 
themselves with dark and portentous hints 
of the future, I find it impossible to take 
them seriously. I have every sympathy with 
those whose minds are bewildered when they 
try to envisage the political future of Europe; 
indeed, I belong to them. But this ‘“anti- 
Fascist”? dogmatism, applied to Franee today 
strikes me as infantile. Ever sinee the Revo- 
lution, France has wavered uneertainly be- 
tween authoritarian and parliamentary gov- 
ernre:nt. French authoritarianism is not 
Fascism; neither is French parliamentarism 
democratic in our sense of the word. 


French Monarchy ? 


HE British anti-Darlanists make out that 
American opinion ig very uneasy. I 

see no sign of this in the very representative 
American journal Time (Nov. 28). But I do 
gather from it (as indeed one would have 
guessed) that the Americans had made a ten- 
tative arrangement with Darlan some weeks 
before the actual landing. Time also suggests 
that there is quite a possibility that France 
will try constitutional monarchy once more, 
On the whole it -seems to be proven that in 
European conditions constitutional monarchy 


(Continued on page 2) 


Close, and permanent, 


co-operation between the major allies 
is now accepted as the indispensable 
condition of peace. 

I distrust these imperatives. The 
concept of the United Nations is so 
ill-defined that its claim to be the 
trustee of the world peace is pre- 
sumptuous. The more important of 
these nations were so reluctant to 
unite that they did so, one by one, 
only after the bombs had dropped 
among them. Now it is assumed that 
they will find a dynamic to maintain 
their unity when the bombs have 
stopped dropping. 

Spokesmen of the American Ad- 
ministration in particular are zealous 
in indicating the kind of world they 
wish to see arise from this holocaust, 
but it is a large assumption that they 
will be able to apply their liberal 
dreams in nations which they do not 
govern “when they have failed to 
realize them in the nation which 
they do. fee 

Unwilling Co-operation 

Men speak. too glibly of co-opera- 
tion between nations. Of the power- 
regions now forming, only the 
American achieved co-operation har- 
moniously, and that for war. Europe 
was divided in arms until war 
achieved a relentless unification. The 
Far East is torn by war between its 
greatest Powers. The future rela- 
tions of Russia with Finland, the 
Baltic States, Poland, and Rumania 
are as obscure as their boundaries. 
One may question whether peaceful 


co-operation is yet within the 
nations’ grasp. 

Nevertheless the unification of 
Europe, ruthless tkough it be, is 


organic and functioning, and over- 
throw of the conqueror does not 
necessarily imply the destruction of 
his achievement. Indeed, the 
glimpses of the after-war that come 
to us are of famine, pestilence, and 
the urgent need for agricultural] and 
industria] rehabilitation on a con- 
tinental scale which presupposes a 
co-ordinated Europe. 

In the Far East, China’s brave 
struggle is surely an earnest of her 
determination to contribute to the 
future in a manner consistent with 
ancient culturé and rising mational 


consciousness, The fundamental re- 
sistance is not to co-operation with 
Japan but to terms. involving 
vassalage. 


Regional Co-ordination 


| It seems therefore that the present 
convulsions may be postulated as in 
line with regional co-ordination; so 
that, if the United Nations are to im- 
pose peace and maintain it, they must 
provide an alternative hegemony to 
that which Germany now attempts 
in Europe and Japan in the Far East. 
In a clearer atmosphere we would 
recognize such an alternative as 
imperialism of a virulent kind. 

That most people fail to see any- 
thing either virulent or imperialistic 
in United Nations plans to police the 
world in general and Europe in par- 


CAN YOU MAKE A 16/6 GUESS? 


DO not know what people find to spend 
I their money on this Christmas; but plainly 
they have not so much 2s usual to spare for 
the Fighting Fund. 

For myself I confess I wandered for two 
hours in my county town trying to buy my- 
self a present; and had infinite difficulty in 
finding anything —I wanted—coupons goods 
excepted. I am almest inclined to offer to give 
double the amount, I spent (which was 8s. 3d. 


precisely) to the Fighting Fund if any one 
can guess what I actually bought. The cri- 
terion it had to satisfy was ,hat it should be 
really useful—and “value for money.” 
Contributions since Dec. 14: £7 0s. 4d. 
Total to date: £4,012 2s. 2d. 
THE EDITOR 


Please make cheques etc. payable to Peace 
News Ltd.. and address* them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd., NA. 


_of war—between 


| By H. P. FOWLER | 


ticular is due to a misconception as to 
the requirements of inter-national 
co-operation. 

If the United Nations are to em- 
brace a military purpose they must 
force world development to conform 
to that purpose. Not only military 
affairs, but political and economic 
activity which minister to them must 
be so directed as to concentrate the 
wide range of modern power into the 
hands of the ruling nations. 

More Agreement Necessary 

And there is more to it than that. 
Listen to Dr. W. Friedmann (“World 
Revolution and the Future of the 
West”): 


...the steady 
trol over economic 
over industry, trade, 
casting, education ete. has brought 
many more affairs into the sphere 
of public responsibility, thus widening the 
scope of international relations ang making 
effective co-operation between nations de- 
pendent upon a larger measure of agreement 


increase of State con- 
and social life, 
labour, broad- 


Differences in political, social, and cul- 
tural ideals: have much more significance than 
formerly; on the other hand, co-operation 
between such States as co_operate at all is 
correspondingly more intense. Whether the 
starting point be military or economic or 
political co-operation, the very character of 
modern society makes the extension from 
one sphere to the others necessary in the 
long run. There may be only the one or 
the other to start with, but the co-operation 
must either cease or become more complete, 


Consider in this light the tie-up of 
Italy and Germany. Reflect upon tke 
difficulties which Britain experienced 
in the between-war years in co- 
operating with either Russia or Ger- 
many where, to quote Sir Richard 
Livingstone (“The Future in Educa- 
tion’), “liberty, justice, mercy, and 
truth, if they can be said to exist at 
all, have lost the meaning civilized 
men have hitherto applied to them.” 

Realize the ease and extent of co- 
operation between the like-minded 
nations of the British Common- 
wealth; contrast the position in re- 
ation to India; and note that for 
South Africa, where different (politi- 
cal and racial) coneepts are near to 
acceptance, co-operation with Britain 
is less easy even despite the nearness 
of the shooting war. | 

Too Ambitious 

Perhaps then we can agree with 
the Imperial statesman who recently 
characterized the League of Nations 
as “too vague and too ambitious.” 
But what can be said for the concept 
of the United Nations which em- 
braces similar diversities and which 
has meaning only when its member 
nations maintain a degree of intimacy 
beside which the co-operation de- 
manded (in vain) for the functioning 


of the League was trivial and 
distant ? . 
The prospects of the United 


Nations maintaining so close a unity 
are dim. The people who now give 
lip service to it have little idea of 
what it involves. Not even the 
American electorate has envisaged 
a company so closely knit, and there 
is no warrant for believing that it 
would accept the responibilities of 
membership. 

And if (as it seems likely enough) 
the close of this war is going to wit- 
mess an all-in seramble for armed 
security, it is hard to imagine any 
nation accepting a policy which links 
it to the mercies of distant friends 
and neighbouring enemies. 

By whatever means peace—absence 
the nations is 
brought about, the concentration of 
power will be fraught with peril. A 
United Nations hegemony vested in 
the greatest possible concentration of 
power involves a corresponding 
threat, not only to the world com- 
munity painfully evolving, but to the 
indefjnable intimacies of peace. 

Twenty-six United Nations: it mav 
be a dream, but it is not a beautiful 
dream. 
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Pacifism and the 
Good Life 


S our correspondence shows, some 

salutary discussion has been 
aroused by ‘our recent remarks on 
“Pacifism and Politics.” Some of the 
criticisms we find it difficult to 
follow: for instance, the interpreta- 
tion of our attitude as a defence of 
political “indifferentism” among paci- 
fists. To refuse to take sides as 
between Communism and Fascism, 
for example, is not political “in- 
differentism”; but the expression of a 
conviction that both are wrong. 

An influential group of younger 
pacifist thinkers join issue with our 
contention that a “pacifist” can as 
legitimately be a Conservative as a 
Socialist in domestic politics, on the 
ground that “Pacifism is revolution 
through peace.” In the first place, 
the word “pacifist” was used in the 
sense of its practical definition (for 
PPU purposes): namely, a convinced 
and faithful signatory of the Pledge. 
In the second place, a Conservative 
can—and there are some who do— 
believe in “revolution through peace.” 
There may, of course, be conservative 
pacifists who do not realize that 
modern society has been kept in 
motion as an economic whole since 
the last slump by armament pro- 
duction. If so, certainly they have a 
great deal to learn. But in having a 
great deal to learn they are not very 
different from pacifists of other 
political creeds. The difference is 
that these have other things to learn. 


With the contention that “pacifist- 
communism” js not a contradiction in 
terms if communism is used in 
William Morris’s sense, we cordially 
agree. But communism in that sense 
is mo longer called Communism. 
Sometimes it igs called Socialism: 
more rarely and more accurately, 
Anarchist-Communism. Communism 
has now become the name of a 
definite political party with a very 
definite political creed. A pacifist 
would be expelled from the party. A 
pacifist would not be expelled from the 
Conservative party as it exists today. 

Here, the difficulty is that Con- 
servatism has no very definite political 
connotation: but the main tenet of 
any philosophical conservatism we 
can conceive would be a conviction 
that certain forms of private owner- 
ship of the means of production are 
not only legitimate, but necessary to 
the good life and the good society. 
A pacifist may believe this. The 
present writer does believe it. 


Our job. says Maurice Rowntree, is 
to find out how large-seale organiza- 
tion can be combined with individual 
freedom and well-being. That is true. 
But at that level it is in danger of 
becoming a mere commonplace. Sir 
George Schuster. for example, In the 
reconstruction debate declared that 
precisely this was the job of the 
nation as a whole. 

In more concrete terms the pro- 
blem is to discover how mass-unem- 
ployment may be overcome without 
recourse to methods which are 
essentially totalitarian. Nobody 
seems to have more than the dim- 
mest notion tow this can be done. 
(Though a good many people believe 
they know, we have met with no 
solution that will withstand criticism.) 
If it is peculiarly the job of pacifists 
to find the way, it cannot be said 
that they are getting on with it: 
except perhaps those who are en- 
gaged in productive community enter- 
prises. 

We believe that at the bottom of 
all the confusion, and of much of the 
intolerance, is a shrinking from the 
effort to answer the fundamental 
question: What is the good life. and 
what organisation of society does it 
require? Pacifists too often take for 
granted all kinds of shiboleths: of 


gives democracy its best chance of stability. 
Gerald Heard maintains this thesis, wiht 
notable freshness and vigour, in his Jatest 
book “Man the Master’. Time suggests that, 
if the French as a whole are sick of the Third- 
Republic they have likewise been sickened of 
Nazi-inspired Fascism, as they have experi- 
enced it in the occupied zone. There is thus 
a clear opening for a new experiment in con- 
stitutional monarchy. 


The Economie Factor 


T may be so. The difficulty with all politi- 
eal prognostication about Europe at this 
ioe is a they penore the economic factor. 
¢ is much simpler to ignore it. The effort 
to include it leads to frustration: for no-one, 
who is not a dogmatist, knows what weight 


to give te If the economie factor were de_ 
clsivé—that is, if man really was economic 
man—-there would have been no war today. 


What is the relative importance of economic 
interests, nationalism and pure stupidity in 
determining the actual conduct of nations? 
And what do we mean by economic interests ? 
in any nation the economic interests of a 
multitude of groups are at odds with one an- 
other and with those of the nation as a whole. 
Again, has the phrase ‘‘the economic interests 
ot the nation as a whole” itself any solid 
meaning? Does it not entirely depend ufon 
our conception of the nation “as a whole’? 
The difficulties of rational prognostication 
are 30 enormous, that it may very well be that 
in sheer perplexity the nations will revert to 
familiar political Patterns, after all. 


Struggle of Power 


ATV HILE my mind is groping in these 
Y¥ realms, a passage from a remarkable 
but rather depressing book, ‘The Education of 
Henry Adams,” occurs to me. Henry Adams 
was one of a famous family of American 
sthtesmen from Boston. He sheered off from a 
political career himself and spent his life 
Jooking—in vain—for a meaning in history. 
He wrote in 1905: 


“The work of domestic progress is done by 
masses of mechanical power—steam, electric, 
furnaces, or other—which have to be con- 
trolled by a seore or two of individuals who 
have shown capacity to manage it. The work 
of internal government has become the task 
of controlling these men, who are socially as 
remote as heathen gods, alone worth know- 
ing, but never known, and who could tell 
nothing of political value if one skinned them 
alive. Most of them have nothing to tell, 
but are forces ag dumb as their dynamos, ab- 
sorbed in the development or economy of 
power. They are trustees for the public, and 
whatever society assumes the property, it must 
confer on them that title; but the Bower will 
remain as before, whoever manages it, and 
will then control society without appeal, as 
it controls its stokers and pitmen. Modern 
politics is, at bottom, a struggle not of men 


but of power. The men become every year 
more and more creatures of force massed about 
central power-houses. The conflict is no 
longer between the men, but between the 
motors that drive the men, and the men tend 
tq. succumb to their own motive forces.” 


U.S.A. & Britain 


ie I say today, The Times will say 
¥ tomcrrow—some of it anyhow. Point- 
ing out that the Southern Democrats are 
almost savagely anti-New Deal, and that they 
now hold the balance of power in the new 
Congress; the Washington correspondent indi- 
cates that the days of the New Deal are 


“numbered. 


“The ultra-conservative group of Southern 
Democrats will help the opposition to kill it, 
as the new chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, Mr. Harrison Spangler, 
aspires to do. And since the domestic New 
Deal is an analogue of the international New 
Deal, certain possibilities become obvious. 

“Incidentally it is well to say more about 
Mr. Spangler, who has been—but incorrectly— 
described as standing midway between isola- 
tionism and international collaboration. The 
truth appears to be that he is, and always 
has been, an undercover isolationist.” (Times, 
Dec. 11). 


Add to this that a national poll has revealed 
that 82% of neople with opinions thought that 
Britain should pay for all or part of the Lend- 
Lease assistance she has received from US, 
whereas 79% thought that Russia, and 64% 
that China should pay (N. Chronicle, Dec. 11); 
and we have an inkling how swiftly the stage 
is being set for a political estrangement 
between Britain and America. 


Indian Hopes 


tie would be very sanguine to expect that 
the conference of Indian politicians at 
Allahabad (Dec. 12.18) convene@ at Mr. 
Rajagopalachari’s suggestion, will loosen the 
deadlock in India. The idea is to reach 2 
Provisional] agreement which may be accept- 
able to Mr. Jinnah, and then to request per- 
mission to persuade Mr. Gandhi to agree. 
Unfortunately for the idea, those Indian poli- 
ticians who are willing to grant Pakistan are 
non-representative and  wuninfluential. Mr. 
Mookerjee has been repudiated by the Mahasa- 
bha; and Mr. Rajagopalachari himself is now 
unattached to Congress. Where the politician 
is representative, like Mr. Tara Singh, the 
Sikh leader, the attitude towards Pakistan is 
firmly negative. Mr. Jinnah, as ever, is a 
main cause of the trouble. His demands be- 
come steadily more extreme. As the Times 
says (Dec. 15), he does “anything but mellow 
with time’. 

Perhaps something may be hoped from the 
appointment of a distinguished American 
career-diplomatist, with the rank of full Am- 
bassador, to Delhi. At least the appointment 
will be gratifying to Indian sentiment. 


EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


WE retention of the reluctant Lerd Lin- 
lithgow as Viceroy is an open confession 
that Mr. Churchill can find no-one else to take 
on the job—on Mr. Churchill’s terms. One 
wonders whether someone might not have 
been found to take on the job—on his own 
jerms. But that is an idle speculation. Even 
with carte blanche, one can hardly imagine 
the most hardened officeseekers tumi(ling 
over themselves for the Viceroyalty over 400 
million Indian souls today. Progressive 
thought, faced by the manifest deadlock, tends 
to go irresponsible. The New Statesman 
(Dee. 12) lately proposed Mr. Jinnah as 
Viceroy. The suggestion is not to be taken 
seriously; but its lack of seriousness is in- 
dicative of the state of mind “progressives” 
are drifting into. This growing irresponsi- 
bility comes of having surrendered themselves 
to the war-leadership of Mr. Churchill. 
Steadily and inevitably, as the war goes on, 
the effort to deceive themselves into the belief 
that this is a war for democracy becomes 
more difficult, and the strain of the effort 
becomes more manifest. 


Result of Threats 


HAT Mr. H.N. Brailsford (Reynolds, Dec. 

20) accepts in the main the account of 

Nazi savagery towards the Jews has consid- 

erable influence on me. He is not the person 

uncritically to accept atrocity propaganda. In 
any ease, I cordially endorse his words. 

“Perhaps because I am not a Christian, I 
was distressed by the Archbishop of York’s 
demand for the punishment after the war even 
of the tnderlings employed in these horrors 
... What shou'd be done...is surely rather 
to re-educate them than io punish them. 

“If we follow the Archbishop, we shall have 
to spend years in the catching, trying, and 
executing of humble wretcheg by hundreds of 
thousands, who carried out cruelties under 
orders all the way from Nantes to Stalingrad, 
and would have been shot if they had refused, 

“The result of such threats is that Goebbels 
has already told the Germans that we are go- 
ing to shoot every member of the Nazi Party. 
Of course, the Archbishop meant nothing so 
monstrous as that. But the more we threaten, 
the stiffer will German resistance become.” 


Who is Responsible ? 


R. Brailsford does not give the authority 
Be for hig important further statement: 
“It might interest his Grace to learn that the 
perpetrators of these massacres are not Ger- 
mans at all, but Lithuanians, Latvians, and 
Russian Whites, recruited expressly for this 
abominable work. The German people know 
nothing of what is going on.” 

If that be true—and if I trust Mr. Brails- 
ford about the massacres, I must trust him 
also in this—it seemg rather iniquitous that 
full publicity should not be given to this rela- 
tive exoneration of the German people. The 
story of the massacres haa been used as a 
propaganda weapon against the German 
people. 


Politics and Human Rights 
By MAURICE L. ROWNTREE 


Is pacifism politically indifferent? In my view there are 


strong reasons for saying “no”. 


ACIFISM I hold to be an attitude 
to, and way of, life which re- 
gards every human being as a 

person of value—not a means but an 
end. Consequently the pacifist will 
advocate whatever measures will pro- 
mote the dignity and well-being of his 
fellow-men: he will strive for justice 
and the provision of fullest oppor- 
tunity for all, so that everyone may 
be enabled to live a worthy and 
happy life. 


The pacifist, in virtue of bis respect 
for man, will contend for the human 
rights of all rather than for the 
special privileges of any: he will sup- 
port oppressed individuals and groups 
everywhere in their struggle against 
the domination of power, property, 
race, or class. 


Support by pacifist methods for the 
rights of the underdog is mot class 
war: it is co-operation in the struggle 
for the abolition of class. Such co- 
operation is a natural outcome of the 
true valuation of every human being 
which is the essence of pacifism. 


In advocating the changes essential 
to bring about this greater oppor- 
tunity for mankind the pacifist seeks 
always to direct his appeal to the 
best in man. Since the appeal to the 
best cannot be made through use ‘of 
coercion but only through persuasion, 
his method will be non-violent. 


POLITICS AND VIOLENCE 


But what should be his attitude to- 
ward political groups which believe 


which perhaps the two most mislead- 


ing are (1) the sacrosanctity of 
“Democracy,” in the sense of the 
machinery of representative demo- 


cracy which we have today, and (2) 
a belief that economic stresses are 
the sole cause of war. When pacifists 
concentrate on achieving a positive 
social philosophy of their own, they 
will waste less time in misunderstand- 
ing each other. 


in the use of violence for instance, 
Communists and Fascists? 

The case of the USSR presents us 
with many contradictions. As paci- 
fists we do not support the-use of viol- 
ence by the Soviet Government, nor 
its totalitarian methods, nor its sub- 
ordination of the individual to the 
State. Nor, again, can we support 
the virtual control ofthe whole people 
by a single party, however rigorous 
may be the tests by which its member- 
sbip is chosen. Nor can we uphold, 
in Seviet Russia or elsewhere, the 
use of a secret police. 


On the other hand we can rightly 
admire the tolerance of the USSR for 
the varied cultures and languages 
within its borders, and welcome en- 
couragement by the Soviets of con- 
siderable and often drastic criticism 
in the conduct of local affairs. We 
can approve their excellent arrange- 
ments for social welfare, especially 
for the benefit of women and children, 
their active promotion of scientific re- 
search, the organization (on ‘the 
whole) of their great community for 
the wellbeing of the people generally 
rather than in the interests of prop- 
erty. It seems to me to be not only 
possible but indeed essential to ad- 
mire the good while condemning the 
bad, in Soviet Russia as elsewhere. 


HOW FASCISM APPEARS 


As to Fascism, it has its points well 
worth our study; and we ought at 
least to try to understand what un- 
met needs led to its establishment. 
And yet it appears that essentially, 
and not by accident, Fascism does 
stand for the domination of a ruling 
class through the instrument of a 
divine State, does deny equal rights 
to all men. Fascism appears to~lack 
the idealism which Soviet Commun- 


ism, despite all faults, still possesses. 

With regard to the question “Should paci- 
fists be Socialiats?” a good deal depends upon 
what we mean by “should”. The tolerance 
for which Peace News has rightly been plead- 
ing includes the according of every liberty 
to people to think differently from ourselves. 


We have also to realize that “Socialism” 
is a term whose meaning is constantly alter- 
ing with the development of events. Political, 
like other, labels are dangerous and usually 
misleading. 

But provideqd that the Socialism that we 
aim at offers to the individual, hitherto so 
often crushed by economic and other op- 
pression, a fuller life than he has enjoyed 
in the past, I should feel that “Socialism by 
Censent’’—the effective public control of the 
essential means of life—is a proper expression 
of pacifist ideals in the political field. 


POLITICS TABOO? 


But is not politics a mass of compromises 
which the consistent pacifist ought to leave 
to others? Such a conclusion rests, I believe, 
on a false conception. 

True pacifism deals with ihe whole of life, 
and cannot regard any part of it as outside 
fits province. However necessary it may be to 
experiment along lines of community, to train 
ourselves as fully for our work as the goldier 
must be trained for hie, we simply cannot. 
wash our hands of responsibility for larger 
world affairs. 


Unless there is a strong and enlightened 
public opinion determined to “control the 
controls” in the general interest, the machine 
will run away with us all even more dis- 
astrously than before. 


THE GREATEST GOOD 


As to consistency, there is one consideration 
that matters and one only, namely that at 
every point we use our resources for the 
greatest good of all mankind. In so far as 
we can further discover the springs of life 
within our own heart, and can succeed in 
turning the minds and emotions of men toward 
a way of life that will abolish war, we shal 
rob the necessary organization of the world’s 
resources of most of its menace to liberty. 


Qur job is to find out how large-scale or- 
ganization can be combined with individual 
freedom and wellbeing. I believe that in 
essentials it can be, provided that we create 
an education which stimulates initiative and 
independent thinking, provided also that the 
eyes and hearts of at least many more of us 
are opened to see that the wellbeing of man- 
kind must take precedence of every lesser aim. 


OT 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to viewa 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unlesa a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, and preferably under 250 words. 


Unemployment 


IR William Beveridge disclaims 
knowledge of how to prevent un- 


employment. That, at any rate, is 
reasonable, for, in a labour-destroying 
age, unemployment cannot be pre- 
vented and it 1s no use trying to pre- 
vent it altogether. Certainly em- 
ployment can, and should, be “spread” 
up to the extreme limit of what is 
reasonable, especially by shortening 
hours and reviving crafts; but there 
is a point beyond which this process 
cannot be extended. 


Even though paid work cannot be found 
for everyone, there is no reason why the un- 
employed should be condemned, either to the 
physical hardships of an income-less existence, 
or the moral evils of lack of occupation. Al- 
though the task may sometimes be difficult, 
religion and education can, and must, teach 
people to spend leisure usefully and creatively. 

At the same time, a sensible monetary 
system, and a modification of an out-of-date 
social philosophy which connects too closely 
the performance of paid work with the right 
to receive an income, can provide the unem- 
ployed with their fair share of claims on the 
great and growing wealth which. after the 
war, America and continental Europe can 
enjoy, if their economies and finance are gsen- 
sible—or with a fair share of claims on the 
very limited amount of wealth which we in 
these islands may have to,put up with ds a 
result of the loss of our import trade by 
reason of our folly in going to war. 


That is the unemnloyment question in a 
nutshell, and if anything more of real import- 
ance remains to be said about it, I should be 
very interested to hear it. 

BEDFORD 


Cairnsmore, Wigtownshire. 


John Seanlon (PN, Dec. 11) shows 
an unusnal lack of logie in his article 
on the Beveridge Report. What he 
calls “economic facts” are not facts 
at all, since the average working man 
is already paying more than the pro- 
posed 4s. 3d. per week, for insurance, 
ete. _ 

The article entirely ignores the fact that 
this sum will be in place of, rather than 
additional to, present insurance payments. 
Does John Scanlon realize that the average 
working man, earning approximately £3 ner 
week, already contributes as follaws, from his 
wages: 

Health and Pensions and e 
Unemployment Insurance... t 1 


0 
Hosvital Subscription ... .. 3 
1 share Sick Benefit : 

0 


Newton Stewart, 


Club (Minimum) bee tn 
Life Insurance (Based on _ 
Yearly Premium of approx. £5) 2 


4°49 


The above figures are based on facts which 
are known to me from contacts with fellow 
workers, and are for a single man. A mar- 
ried man would pay proportionately more, if 
his wife was also a member of a sick benefit 
club or approved society. 


WILFRED GARDNER 


2 The Laurels, Well Hill, 
Minchinhampton, Glos. 


British National Party 


Mr. A. E. Cooke’s letter in your issue of 
Dec. 11 is apparently an attack upon our or- 
gapization. 

We quite agree with Mr. Cooke's remark 
that we are national and not international; 
and, basing our policy upon this nationalism, 
we maintain that it is in the best interests 
of the whole world, and for a lasting peace, 
that our yational traditions and integrity of 
our people should be brought to the front. 
We believe that by this means a lead may be 
given to the world which is seeking a way 
out from its present chaotic conditions. 

This organization does not condemn any 
idea of a League of Nations, but we. are 
definitely opposed to the setting up of another 
organization of internationalism based upon 
the old financial system such as that of 
Geneva. 

Mr. Cooke apparently shuns personal re- 
sponsibility. Maybe that is hecause he has not 
the shoulders to bear the weight of so tre- 
mendous a burden. He apparently prefers 
some privileged bureaucrat to plan his destiny. 
This organization, believing in a classless 
society, cannot be accused of appealing to 
“lower classes.” 

With reference to the continuance of the 
Empire on the same basis as at present, surly 
with the overthrow of international finance the 
produce of the Empire would be based upon 
the needs of the people. 


Tf our attack on international finance. 
vested interests, and monopolies is to be classed 
ag anti-Jewish because some Jews are inter- 
ested in those things, then any attack upon the 
Black Market and so on is also apparently to 
be classed in the same category. 

E. GODFREY 
Acting National Organizer 


Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Sq., W.C.2. 


Please note our only address 
C. A, BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


PACIFISM and POLITICS 


THANK you for your leading 
article which introduced 
the subject of Pacifism and 
Politics; that suck a_ state. 
ment was long overdue is shown by 
the letter (PN, Dec. 11) over the 
names of Bill Grindlay and otkers. 
Their statement that they find it diffi- 
cult to believe that a pacifist “can as 
legitimately be a Conservative as a 
Socialist in domestic polities” is fur- 
ther evidence that if anything is said 
often enough it will be gradually ac- 
cepted; and the Socialists of our num- 
bers have certainly said it often 
enough! 


The argument advanced is that the 
economic structure of capitalism 
must inevitably lead to war, whilst 
that of. socialism will not. But war 
occurs under capitalism because the 
people are prepared to resort to it as 
away out of a difficult situation; war 
could just as well take place under a 
socialist economy when tke feelings 
of the masses were divided on any 
vital issue. 


The error is to believe that all war 
springs solely from economic sources; 
that there is no such thing as national 
pride, desire for revenge, self-govern- 
ment, “position”, and power. The 
most that can be said is that under 
capitalism the economic incentive to 
war may be greater: but “wars will 
cease when men refuse to fight.” 

Therefore the only cure is a change of heart 
(amusing as this appears to some pacifists): 
the intention not to engage in warfare with 
one's neighbours no matter what the provo- 
cation. As: you point out in your important 
last paragraph, pacifism is not essentially al- 
lied to any political creed but must take pre- 
cedence over it. 

Iam not a Conservative, and I hope I shali 
not be misinterpreted as advocating conser- 
vatism_as the most desirable form of society; 
I am here concerned solely with laying that 
too substantial ghost that a pacifist cannot be 


a conservative. 
LEONARD TRAYNER 
13 Crescent Rd., New Barnet. 


Much has been said as to whether 
we should say “Stop the War”, and 
in company with whom. The usual 
reasons against saying it are that the 
resultant peace would be a fascist 


peace, which is probably true. Why 
this should be so much worse than a 
fascist war, which we have got any- 
way, is not clear; but, whether ex- 
pressed or not, the thought behing it 
must surely be that a fascist peace 
would definitely entrench the forces 
of reaction, whereas at the moment 
things are in tke balance, and if we 
wait, carefully refraining from say- 


ing “Stop the war” if anyone 
unpleasant is saying it, we may 
get a better and more pro- 
gressive peace. The only things, 


however, which could bring this about 
are a military defeat for fascism 
and/or a probably bloody revolution, 
or a very long process of conversion 
to non-violent socialism. Meanwhile 
the war would obviously be going on. 
Anyone, therefore, who supports this 
policy and does not immediately join 
the army is merely expecting others 
to do what he will not do himself, al- 
though he, however reluctantly, ap- 
proves its unfortunate necessity. 

M. G. HAMLYN 


89 Southwood Lane, N.6, 


The Christian Party 


In Observer’s Commentary of Nov. 6 occur 
the words: “We pacifists may be by the very 
nature of things condemned to political in- 
effectiveness, simply because there is, on the 
political plane in the warld of today, no direct 
and adequate expression of our faith.” 


May I say that the Christian Party was 
founded four years ago for the purpose of 
giving both direct and adequate expressian of 
an all-inclusive revolutionary Christianity, 
pledged to depend on spiritual power alone in 
all its activities, whatever the circumstances. 
It believes that such an organism is the only 
alternative to materialistic totalitarianism, so 
long as its activities are devoted to the over- 
throwing of all wrong relationships, and the 
establishment throughout the whole life of 
man of those relationships which are in keep- 
ing with the Christian ethic. 

Its directness even now is undoubted, while 
its present adequacy must to some extent de- 
pend on the number of individuals willing 
to join this fellowship of activity. Literature 
may be obtained from Leslie Maillard, 263 
Queen’s Rd., Londonderry, Smethwick, Staffs. 
I shaJl endeavour to deal with any questions 
or inquiries sent to me. 

G. NORMAN ROBBINS 


St. Kenelm’s, Silverlands Lane, 
Bristnall Fields, Oldbury. 


PACIFIST SERVICE IN INDIA 


N the summer of 1937, Margaret Stay, a 
young, inexperienced, and unsophisticated 
Bournemouth girl, spent her holiday at 

the PPU Camp at Swanwick. Here she met 
and fell in love with George Jones who, at 
that time, was House Brother on a 1,000-acre 
colony at Wallingford, Oxon—a colony which 
dealt with difficult boys from London and 
elsewhere. 


Early in 1988 George Jones left England 
to take up social work in connection with the 
Swedish Mission among the depressed classes 
of India, and later Margaret Stay sailed for 
India to marry him and help him in his work 
there. Like most young people on the thres- 
hold of life they doubtless looked forward to 
a liftime of married happiness and useful 
service; but this was not to be. After ten 
brief months together, George died. As though 
this was not enough, Margaret had also to 
bear the Joss of her baby, and came very near 
to losing her own ‘life, through the strain of 
continuous nursing and the shock of her 
husband’s death. 


This would have been more than enough 
to break the spirit of many, but not Mar- 
garet Jones. She had gone to India with a 
vision and a set purpose, and friends tell that 
within a few hours of her husband’s death 
she made the decision to stay on in India. She 
says in a letter to her family: “I will, with 
the help and inspiration I have drawn from 
him... find a place to carry on...to help 
improve the appalling lot of the Indians.” 


4 * * * 


For more than three years, therefore, Mar- 
garet Jones has lived and worked among the 
poorest of the noor in one of the most back- 
ward parts of India. 


During that time she has talked with Gandhi 
and says “he is a really lovely personality, 
very homely, kindly, and sympathetic—simple 
yet profound.” He supported her in her early 
village work, and when it became apparent 
that in order to be of the greatest service she 
must become a qualified midwife, it was Gandhi 
who found the money for her hospital training 
in the Nowrosjee Wadia Maternity Hospital, 
Bombay. 


She is now fully qualified, and aims to build 
a dispensary and clinic for the village folk. 
“T wil,” ehe says, “accept payment in cash 
from those who can afford it and gifts of oil 
and com from those who can offer them.” 
Through her father she is appealing for finan- 
cial help in order to make this dream come 
true. Ray Finn, Treasurer of the Bourne- 
mouth Region, who lives at 176 Strouden Rd., 
Winton, Bournemouth, will gladly accept gifts 
from individuals or groups who feel they would 
like to share in this work. 


* * * 


To her family and many friends in Bourne- 
mouth this story of courage and devotion comes 
as no surprise, for it was she who, as soon 
as membership of the PPU was thrown open 
to women, wrote to Dick Sheppard asking to 
be put in touch with the local group. She re- 
ceived the characteristic reply: ‘There isn’t 
sae, would you Hke to start one?” and it was 


she who called the inaugural meeting and was 
Bournemouth PPU’s energetic secretary until 
her departure for India in 1938. 

In her letter appealing for financial aid for 
her dispensary and clinic, Margaret makes a 
significant statement. She says 
ing you and any societies or friends interested 
to subscribe... For myself, I am depending 
solely on the good will of the people among 
whom I will work. I wish to plant myself in 


India, not on India.” 
IDA HILLMAN 


DEVELOPMENT 


Following on an intimation by John Barclay 
to the organizera of the petition for his re- 
instatement that he would not feel able to 
accept a position on the staff at HQ, the 
petition has been withdrawn. Arthur Bayntun 
asks that all uncompleted forms may be re- 
turned to him. 

It is hoped that this may bring to an end 
the more personal aspects of the matter. For 
the purpose of clarifying stil] further any mis- 
understandings as to the nature and purpose 
of Development, it is hoped that a small con- 
ference may be arranged between some mem- 
bers of National Council and some who were 
specially concerned in the petition, and it will, 
of course, be open to any member of AGM 
to raise such a matter on the Report of the 
Development Committee. 


Albert Barritt.—Many Peace News readers 
will be sorry to hear of the passing, on Nov. 
30, in Newstead Sanatorium, Nottingham, of 
Albert Barritt. “Albert”, as he was fam- 
iliarly known, first introduced himself to the 
wider Movement at Swanick Camp in August 
1937, and he also attended the subsequent con- 
ferences at Langham and Harrogate. At 
Swanwick, Dick Sheppard described him as one 
of the two chronic asthmatics in the camp. 
Always a “fighting” pacifist, he was inclined 
to alienate those who did not see eye-to-eye 
with him, but he did valiant work for the 
cause, over a number of years, in street sell- 
ing of Peace News. 


essential information: 


What Gandhi 
Really Said 


A series of extracts from the last 
issue of HARIJAN before his arrest 
including his letter ‘To the Japanese.’ 


IMPORTANT PAMPHLET 
AMT A VERY LOW PRICE 
] {post free, 2d.) from The P.P.U. 


D Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, 


“IT am ask._ 


HE basis of he Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVEE 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


‘Room With a 
View 
By JACK CARRUTHERS 


PERCHED at the top of Dick 
Sheppard House is the Pacifist 
Service Bureau—the department of 
the Peace Pledge Union which deals 
not so much with world problems, 
which are adequately tackled else- 
where, but with individual problems. 
During the course of the last three 
months some 700 people have braved 
the stairs—or caused the postman to 
—bringing with them an enormous 
variety of queries, ranging from 
straightforward requests for advice 
about jobs to demands for the name 
of a suitable school for a difficult 
child. Others want to know how they 
can get a boys’ club started. Who 
will help them with funds? Can 
someone make a climbing frame? 

Then there are cases of families, 
or sections of families, who should be 
evacuated but come under no official 
scheme; women who are struggling 
to keep a home together on £3 a week 
land wage and who need help with 
the children’s wardrobe; men who 
have just come out of prison, who 
have no home; to go to and who need 
Sympathetic company and care until 
they can readjust themselves. Even 
inquiries about ‘adoption have been 
receivéd, and others for homes, tem- 
porary or permanent, for babies 
whose families have been broken up 
by the war. 

It is an endless list, and all cases 
are tackled as thoroughly as circum- 
stances permit. Of the _ straight- 
forward cases of those needing advice 
on employment, nearly 200 have been 
helped to find jobs in the period 
under review. 


OTHER BODIES ASSISTED 


Then there is the help it is possible 
to give to other organizations, such 
as schools, evacuation authorities, 
hospitals, hostels, and settlements. 
Inquiries from these sources are in- 
creasing week by week as it is becom- 
ing more widely known that the PPU 
has its service department. 

The PSB Committee is deeply can- 
cerned about work amongst youth. It 
realizes that much that is invaluable 
is being done by pacifists all over the 
country, and it feels that some form 
of co-ordination would be useful. 

It is hoping therefore, to issue, 
early in the New Year, a question- 
naire to groups and, from the replies, 
to publish a quarterly advisory 
bulletin. A further problem about 
which it hopes to be able to publish 
information is that of the pacifist 
place in post-war relief service. 


HOW TO HELP 


It will be clearly seen that such a 
volume of work cannot be ywndertaken 
without a certain amount of expense, 
although PSB staff is an absolute 
minimum. The Bureau does not now 
issue a separate appeal—its funds are 
provided by PPU. 

At this season of the year, there- 
fore, it seems especially appropriate 
to suggest that all those who know 
themselves to be in a more fortunate 
position, for example over employ- 
ment, than many other pacifists, and 
all those whose concern igs that the 
PPU’s service, in the fields described, 
shall be as efficient as other branches 
of HQ activity, should examine their 
budgets and see if they cannot lay 
asidé just a little extra for PPU 
funds so that this work may not be 
restricted. ¥ 

A wide view of all problems created 
by the war and directly affecting tn- 
dividual pacifists is obtained in the 
Bureau’s lofty abode. It is up te you 
to help with their solution. 
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CO-OPERATION 

“Some British writers have been peinting 
out that whatever might be the efficacy of the 
Gandhi technique, one thing is clear: that 
while Britain and America were selling Japan 
the vast majority of its war materials tm- 
ported from overseas, the Indian National 
Gongress boycotted Japanese goods.”—Pence 
Digest (USA), Summer Quarter, 1942. 
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December 25, 1942 


Navicerts for Food Relief Still 


HE only thing now required 
to allow the Famine Relief 
Committee’s plan for get- 

ting urgently needed medical 
supplies to women and. children 
in Belgium is the willingness of 
the British Government to lift 
the blockade to this minute 
extent. 

The Bishop of Chichester, in a 
speech in Birmingham on Dec. 10, 
said the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Cardinal Hinsley had seen the 
Foreign Secretary on the matter, but 
the request had not been granted. 

In answer to a question, the Bishop 
explained how the national committee 
had decided against adopting purely 
propaganda methods and criticizing 
the Government, in the hope that 


“quieter” methods might be more 
successful. 
In view of the attitude of the 


Government, however, it was verr 
seriously considering making much 
more general public demands. 

(In the House of Commons on Dec. 8, M 
T. Edmund Harvey complained that his baaaee 
tion to Mr, Dingle Foot “about the appeal on 
this subject by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster 
with regard to the feeding of children in Bel- 
gium” had not been answered.) 


WHAT IS ASKED 


In_a letter in The Times (Dec, 10), 
the Bishop of Chichester wrote (our 
emphasis) : 

Leaving aside all questions of controlled * 
food relief for the adult population, ae 
the British Government permit the Belgian 
Government to use its own financial re- 
sources to send special rations of powdered 
milk and vitamins from America now to 
save the children of Belgium? 

These would be medical supplies in effect, 
A'‘scheme has been prepared whereby ship. 
ping can be provided, and the International 
Red Cross would undertake the distribution 
of the very small amount required—only 
2,000 tons a month—for saving children 
under 16, nursing and expectant mothers, 
-and invalids. 

It is little enough, for which. navicerts 
only are asked. Its arrival would offer no 
temptation for German plunder. When we 
are sending large quantities of faod to our 
own prisonets of war without any inter- 
ference by the Germans; when we are 
making it so easy for our own children to 
get their special rations if only their 


FREE INDIA, 


NOW! 


DELEGATE CONFERENCE 
at the Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq., 
W.C.1.on SUNDAY JANUARY 3rd 
2.30—8 p.m, (two sessions) 


FENNER BROCKWAY 
A. NATH BOSE 
REGINALD REYNOLDS 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
DINAH STOCK 
LIONEL FIELDEN 
EOWARD THOMPSON 
FRANK HORRABIN 
HOWARD WHITTEN 


J 

m Send Branch or Group Delegates 

ALL Sympathisers are Invited to attend} 

Tickets: Delegates 1s. 6d.; visitors 2s. 
from Indien Freedom Campaign, 

8 Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1. or at the door. 

(Tea arrangements being made) 
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Quaker Service Inj 
East London 


is the title of our :0-page 
75th Annual Report. Our 
8 Centres are busy with 
Youth Clubs (comprising 
recreational and cultural 
activities), soclal and war 
relief work, evening 
classes, religious meetings 
and Sunday schools, 
nursery schools and pay 


centres, etc. 
Please send a postcard for the 
Report. 
THE BEDFORD INSTITUTE ASSOCIATION 
QUAKER STREET, LONDON, E.1. 
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Refused 


parents will take the trouble, 
right to refuse? 


The News Chronicle (Dec. 11) sup- 
ported this plea in these words: 

We commend this scheme to the Govern- 
ment,- not only on grounds of common 
humanity, but because the staunchness of 
our ally, Belgium, gives her suffering a 
apecial claim upon our sympathies. 

Two men who, in different ways, 
know more about conditions in occu- 
pied Europe and the possibilities of 
relief have expressed themselves in 
favour of some such scheme being 


operated immediately. 

They are Dr. Howard Kershner, European 
Director of the American Friends’ Service 
Committee, who was in charge of extensive 
relief work for two years in Vichy France 
and recently came to London, and Dr. Ray- 
mond Gautier, Director of the International 
Health Organization of the League of Nations, 
who has come to London from Geneva. 

M. Delfosse, Belgian Minister of Justice and 
Information, was reported in the News Chron- 
icle, Dec. 15, as saying that the relief needed 
“would inelude, besides medicines urgently 
needed, such concentrated food as vitamins 
and lactic products essential to check the 
spread of diseases due to the spread of star- 
vation. They would be distributed to debjli- 
tated children, pregnant mothers, and in- 
creasing numbers of people affected or threat- 
ened by tuberculosis.” 

% * <. 

The most recent publication of the Famine 
Committee, “Hunger in Europe”, with a fore- 
word by the Bighop of Chichester, is now 
available price 3d, plus postage. This is an 
invaluable account of the situation, together 
with an outline of the scheme envisaged for 
immediate relief in Greece and Belgium. 


can it be 
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IT DOESN’T SAVE PAPER 


—or our time to incorporate your 
advertisements in a letter. Please write 
them out separately from your letter. 
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The Impersonal 
Attitude: 


From a Correspondent 


HOSE who wonder why Great 

Britain has acquired a reputation 
for hypocrisy sbould visit the Air 
Ministry Exhibition of photographs 
of raid damage in enemy and enemy- 
occupied countries. The exhibition 
was first shown to Members of Par- 
liament, then to the London public, 


and is now touring the country. 

In bold lettering it is stated: “Throughout 
every 24 hours the bombing offensive js main- 
tained accurately and with discrimination.” 
There follows a list of the objectives: railway 
communications, factories which supply the 
means of communication, war industries, air- 
craft factories, steel mills, iron foundries, and 
the electricity plants which supply industry 
with power. 

It is surprising, therefore, to find that the 
pictures deal largely with devastation in the 
civic centres and residential areas of cities 
and towns. 

WHERE WORKERS LIVE 


An RAF commentator described how Lubeck 
and Rostock, with their many old wooden 
houses, were set alight by incendiaries and 
served as torches for our aircraft to see mili- 
tary objectives, A reason given for the 
bombing of Rostock was that in it were housed 
some of the skilled workers from the nearby 
Heinkel works. (Would not a similar argu- 
ment justify the bombing of Oxford?) 

Fifty-four acres in the centre of Mainz were 
described as the biggest area of concentrated 
damage in Germany. Said the commentator: 
“There is no sign of life. It contained busi- 
ness premises, the shopping centre, museum, 
art gallery and theatre.” Mainz, he added, 
was a garrison town with barracks for Ger- 
man soldiery. The barracks were not indi- 
cated on the photograph! 

The audience listened impassively and with- 
out question or comment. I drew one of the 
RAF commentators into conversation. 

“Of course.it is wrong: all war is immoral,” 
he agreed. “But we have to take an imper- 
sonal attitude towards it.” 


ACCOMMODATION 


BACHELOR (anti-war) wishes accommoda.. 
tion, part board, progressive London boarding 
house or household. Box 661 PN. 3 Blackstock 
Ind., N.4. 

CAN ANYONE look after cheery boy, aged 
44 (“Peace News baby”) advised by doctor 
take 2-8 weeks holiday, preferably on farm? 
Moore, 7 Barnard Green, Welwyn Garden City. 

FATHER (professional), with daughter 
ared 2 yrs., seeks home with good Christian 
family fond of children, animals, and higher 
thought, London or suburbs. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888,<8 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

YOUNG PACIFIST requires good, comfort- 
ale accommodation within reasonable access 
central London. Two meals daily if nossfble. 
Box 663 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


DEATHS 
BARR. On Dec. 15, 1942, at Saffron Wal- 
den, Helen Barr, aged 88 years, late of 50 
Sefton Rd., Addiscombe, beloved mother of 
Flerbert Barr J.P. No lettera please. 


EDUCATIONAL 

FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
sigondence (also visit) lessons 5s., classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


Fh” CHRISTMAS, 1942 


“AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ANTHEM 


WORDS by PERCY C. DARBY 
MUSIC by DODO F. CAREY 
Price: 1s, 6d, (post 1d.) 

12 or more 1s. 4d. (post 2d.) 


To be obtained from the leading Music) 
Publishers and Booksellers, or from Percy ; 
CG. Darby, 3 Warnborough Road, Oxford. 


This poem was awarded First Prize in 
a Competition organized by Time and 
Tide, September, 1942. 
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RATCLIFFE’S PAMPHLETS 


4d. each. 5d. post free. 


' 0 fT 


“Why This War Came!” “ 


“The Truth About The Christian Church § 
and War!” AY 


“The Truth About Religion In Germany 


ta 


“The Truth About Hitler And The 
R.C. Church!” 
Sensational! Daring! Challenging! 


The Four with specimen copy of 
“The Vanguard’ post free P.O. 1s. 6d. 


2 Endrick Drive, Bearsden 


near Glasgow. 


B.P.L., 
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HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 2s, 6d. 
(Box No. 6d. extra), 

ASH must accompany copy, 
series bookings. 

ATEST TIME for copy to be received: 


MONDAY. Please type copy separately 
from your letter. 


DISPLAYED ADVTS. 


AXIMUM space allowed: 3 column-inches. 
LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


except for 


PEACETIME writer (85) and painter (32), 
with matric. standard conventional subjects, 
look for staff positions in school with pacifist 
sympathies, preferably with enlightened edu- 
cational ideas. Full details gladly supplied. 
Box 662 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARAVAN wanted, any type, in sound con- 
dition. Currie, The Granary, Wickford, Essex, 

COOKING STOVE, two burners, petrol; 
like new; spares. Also Tent and leather 
Music-case. For full details write Abberley, 
Waenfawr, Caernarvon. 

LAMB BRAND RIBBONS, cleanest, longest ; 
8s. 6d. each, 10s. three, 18s. 6d, six; state type- 
writer, colour(s), Dense black carbons, quarto, 
foolscap, 10s. hundred (minimum). All post. 
age paid. Compare values. Lamb’s (PN) 15 
Prospect Place, Preston. 

SERVICEABLE PIANO wanted by C.O. 
landworkers. Loan, or at reasonable price. 
M/A WHoctel, Northchurch, Berkhamsted. 

WANTED full-sized Violin. Box 660 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


COOK-HOUSEKEEPER, capable of cater- 
ing 20-30 persons; also Domestic Worker, re- 
quired for new community experiment. Must 
be conscientious worker and fond of country. 
Box 664 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


BOOKS loaned to C.O.s on land ete; with- 
out obligation. Write for list Marshall. 21 
Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 

PEACEMONGERING A1DS. ~ Pioneering 
For World Brotherhood,” 7d. “My Daily 
Bread,” 2d. ‘Why the German Republie Fell.” 
ts. 8d. Price includes postage. E. Crawford, 
27 St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 
KINGSLEY HALL, Bow, Boxing Day, 7.80 
p.m. Oxford Pilgrim Players; nativity play 
“The House by the Stable.’’ Admission 6d. 


PERSONAL 


FREDERICK H.-U. BOWMAN (Bowman for 
Peace), Author, Composer. Seasonable Greet- 
ings. Third Christmas, 18B, Brixton Prison, 
London. 

INTRODUCTIONS by post between pacifists, 
progressives, and other PN readers. Profita 
for Peace. Stamp brings particulars, Box 664 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

ROY WALKER sends love, Xmas greetings, 
and good wishes for 1948 to all his friends. 
Release date, early 31st. Address during re- 
cuperation: Pump Cottage, Houghton-on-the- 
Hill, Leicester. 


‘ 


NEWS OF C.0,5 


JORK in coalmining was offered 
as a condition of exemption “for 

tre first time by a North-West tri- 
bunal yesterday”, reported the Daily 
Express, Dec. 18, which added that 
the COs concerned, Gordon Rae Sainty, 
a charge hand, aged 32, of Liverpool, 
and Thomas Vincent Jones, a joiner, 
aged 88, of Bebington, Cheshire, had 


three weeks in which to accept. 
Ratepayers of Salcombe, South Devon, 


passed a resolution describing as “‘unpatriotic” 
and “an insult to the town’ the local coun- 
cil's action in appointing a 29-year-old CO as 
Fire Guard Staff Officer, according to the D. 
Telegraph, Dec. 15. 

James Guard, of Chatham, who in 1916 was 
given conditional exemption by the Ilford Tri- 
bunal, was removed from the register al. 
together by the Fulham Tribunal last October. 
the Chairman remarking that he should 
have examined both sides of the ques- 
tion. On Dec. 15 the London Appellate Tri- 
bunal, Division III, gave him exemption from 
Home Guard service conditionally on his doing 
land, hospital, or Civil Defence work. 


Charles Roden Buxton 


Charles Roden Buxton, who died on 
Dee. 17 at the age of 67, was one of 
the distinguished band of Liberal 

| peace-advocates of whom Lord Pon- 
sonby is the best known to this gen- 


eration. 

After the last war, ifke the others, he re- 
signed from the Liberal Party to join the 
Labour Party. He was associated with the 
late E. D. Morel and the Union of Democratic 
Control, was Principal of Morley College (1902- 
10), and Treasurer of the ILP (1924-1927). 

He shared with others of his family an in- 
timate knowledge of and affection for the 
people of Buigaria, whither he went with 
Lord Noe!-Buxton (his brother) on a political 


mission in 1914 to try to secure Bulgarian 
neutrality. There he was shot by a Turkish 
agent. 

Perhans it isspertinent to add that the 


Editor was gratified to receive a letter from 
him, in Sept. 1941, in which he said: 

“It may sometimes be useful ta be told that 
one’s work is highly appreciated. I hope that 
your writing in Peace News are widely appre- 
ciated, and that you know it; but in case you 


need any encouragement to continue, I should 
like to supply it.” 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


DRIVER wanted for lorry; work wastepaper 
collection from firms already contacted, S.W. 
London. Box 655 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

GIRL leaving school required for Peace 
nae office. Apply personally 8 Blackstock 

a NLA. 


PACIFIST COMMUNITY wants Working 
Housekeeper for well equipped modern school 
house (8 children). Sherwood School, Epsom, 
9125. 

SHORTHAND-TYPIST (preferably with 
bookkeeping experience), for social relief or- 
ganization, London. Suitable exemption 
ae Box 659 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 


UNCONDITIONAL C.0O.s invited to apply 
for situation as Manager, live as family, news, 


stationery, toilet goods, books, tobacco. Kay's 
Bookshop, Bramley, Guildford. 
WOMAN C.0. to take charge of smal. 


O.A.P. Hostel. 
large Hostel. 

money. Write particulars, 
Bower Fellowship, Burton 

Carnforth, Lanes. 


WORKING HOUSEKEEPER wanted in 
small vegetarian family near Landon; live in. 
Write stating age and experience and salary 
to Mrs. Cox, 2 Sollershot West, Letchworth 
(in first case), 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST, 32, and Wife, 
vegetarians, require health foods manufac- 
turing, bakery assistants, or agricultfre, Any- 
where, Ealing district preferred. Box 658 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.O., married, 26, agricultural exemption, 
4 months experience, can drive, requires pasi- 
tion, preferably with cottage. Previously 
research chemist. Box 657 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

C.0., previously headmaster, exempt Jand- 
work, seeks post gardening instructor (full- 
time food production). Box 654 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


C.0. seeks lorry driving connected with agri- 
culture, forestry, or foodstuffs. Town and 
Pa ge gai Box 656 PN, 8 Blackstock 


Cook, and Housemother for 
Maintenance and smal! pocket 
Warden, Stone 
in Lonsdale, via 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforta. 
A. and K. &. Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Mat- 
rie (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Allana,” Grasmere. 
Vegetarian Guest House open all the year 
round for strenuous or restful holidaya amid 
some of England’s finest scenery. H. and C. 
water all bedrooms. Write: Isabel Jamea. 
Phone: Grasmere 129. 

WYE VALLEY. Guest House in own park 
of 150 acres. Vegetarians and others catered 
ae from £2 17s. 6d. “Lindors”’, St. Briavels, 
los. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD. Join_ The 
Movement and help to build the New World. 
Write today for Manifesto, to Hon. Organizer, 
91 Circle Gdns., London S.W.19. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4. 
by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co.. (T.U.) London N.16. 


